
D.2  Precipitation code according to the NWS and 
METAR/SPECI w’w’, Table 4678

The definitions of the precipitation codes below are listed according to the 
following tables:
! NWS
! METAR/SPECI w’w’ Table 4678

No precipitation

    NWS           Tab. 4678
                                                          C                     NP

Drizzle
Intensity            Rain rate [mm/h]         NWS              Tab. 4678
light                  ≤ 0.25                         L–                  –DZ
moderate          > 0.25 … < 0.5           L                      DZ
heavy               ≥ 0.5                           L+                  +DZ

Drizzle with rain
Intensity            Rain rate [mm/h]         NWS              Tab. 4678
light                  ≤ 2.5                           RL–                 –RADZ
moderate          > 2.5 … < 7.6             RL                    RADZ
heavy               ≥ 7.6                           RL+                +RADZ

Rain
Intensity            Rain rate [mm/h]         NWS              Tab. 4678
light                  ≤ 2.5                           R–                  –RA
moderate          > 2.5 … < 7.6             R                     RA
heavy               ≥ 7.6                           R+                 +RA

Rain, drizzle with snow
Intensity            Rain rate [mm/h]         NWS              Tab. 4678
light                  ≤ 2.5                           RLS–              –RASN
moderate          > 2.5 … < 7.6             RLS                  RASN
heavy               ≥ 7.6                           RLS+              +RASN

Snow
Intensity            Rain rate [mm/h]         NWS              Tab. 4678
light                  ≤ 1.25                         S–                 –SN
moderate          > 1.25 … < 2.5           S                     SN
heavy               ≥ 2.5                           S+                 +SN

Snow grains
Intensity            Rain rate [mm/h]         NWS              Tab. 4678
light                  ≤ 1.25                         SG                –SG
moderate          > 1.25 … < 2.5           SG                  SG
heavy               ≥ 2.5                           SG                +SG

Soft hail
Intensity            Rain rate [mm/h]         NWS              Tab. 4678
light                  ≤ 1.25                         SP                  –GS
moderate          > 1.25 … < 2.5           SP                   GS
heavy               ≥ 2.5                           SP                 +GS

Hail
Intensity            Rain rate [mm/h]         NWS              Tab. 4678
– 1)                    > 0                              A                   GR

1) no classification made
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